
UNDERSTORY
green seattle days

Thank you for participation in the Learn component of our virtual Green Seattle Days! In
this document, you will find a list of resources you can visit to learn more about the role of
understory in our ecosystem, as well as a few pictures that demonstrate different aspects
of the understory in our urban forest. Once you are done exploring the topic of understory,

take some time to go outside and observe the urban forest’s understory near you! Don’t
forget to take a picture of your participation or share a fact you learned using the hashtag

#GreenSeattleDays2020 and tag us on social media (Facebook and Instagram)
@greenseattlepartnership!

Native plants are plants that have evolved with the ecosystem of a region. Native
plants in the understory of a forest provide the habitat that most animals need to
survive. Heathy understories are a critical part of healthy forests. Learn more about
understories and the understory of the Pacific Northwest below.

Invasive species are plants that have not evolved in an ecosystem. They are brought
into the ecosystem usually by humans, either intentionally or unintentionally, and harm
the health of native plants. Invasive plants must be removed continuously for the
native forest to thrive. 

Vegetation (plants) make up the backbone of different habitats in Washington and
throughout the world. Without understory, most animals would not have a habitat and
we would not have the scenic landscapes we enjoy!

Go outside and explore the understory of the Seattle's urban forest!

Resources on Understory:

o  climate-woodlands.extension.org/diversity-in-the-forest-understory/
o  greenseattle.org/reference-ecosystems-plant-communities/
o  greenseattle.org/native-plants-attracting-native-pollinators/

o  nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/invasive-species/
o  si.edu/blog/escape-invasives-top-six-invasive-plant-species-united-states
o  seattle.gov/trees/restoration
o  greenseattle.org/invasive-plant-look-alikes/
o  greenseattle.org/seattle-forests-need-your-help/

o  landscope.org/washington/ecosystems/featured/
o  greenseattle.org/reference-ecosystems-plant-communities/
o  thoughtco.com/structure-of-a-forest-130075
o  sciencing.com/tropical-rainforest-plants-6367880.html
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