Our Vision:  A healthy, livable city with sustainable forested parklands

The Green Seattle Partnership has a vision of a city with diverse, invasive-free, sustainable forested parklands.  It is a vision where Seattle’s urban forest will be supported by an aware and engaged community in which individuals, neighborhoods, nonprofits, businesses, and City government work together to protect and maintain this resource.

The urban forest is Seattle’s green infrastructure. A sustainable forest will contain a multi-aged canopy of trees and forest floor alive with native species that are habitat to a diversity of native insects and wildlife. If we take care of it, our urban forest is a valuable asset that can serve the community in many ways.

The process of forest growth will itself build new soils, improve air and water quality, retain stormwater, and help mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. Trails through our natural areas will offer the cultural and recreational benefits necessary for a livable city.

Maintaining quality of life in Seattle requires that we provide rich green spaces within the city. Forested relief within our urban environment is essential to maintaining livability while increasing density. When people don’t have regular opportunities to enjoy nature, they leave the city, taking up precious undeveloped land and increasing the environmental impacts of sprawl.

GSP Goals
· Restore 2,500 acres of forested parkland in the City of Seattle.
· Create an informed, involved and active community of citizens, City staff, educators, business leaders, and conservationists.
· Ensure sustainability of our forested parklands through proper, long-term maintenance and community stewardship
To achieve these goals, the GSP is undertaking an ambitious fund-raising and volunteer recruitment campaign which will accelerate the process of restoring Seattle’s forested parkland.

Mayor Greg Nickels sounded the warning last year when he said Seattle is running the risk of becoming known as “the formerly emerald city.”

Seattle’s forests need our help. In 2004, Mayor Nickels asked Cascade Land Conservancy to partner with the City of Seattle to help make the vision of a green Seattle a reality. The resulting Green Seattle Partnership has a goal of improving quality of life in Seattle by restoring and maintaining 2,500 acres of forested parklands by 2025.

It will be the largest urban forest restoration effort in the nation. The Green Seattle Partnership, with its focus on forested parklands, is one of several “Green” initiatives to save Seattle’s trees. Seattle Parks and Recreation is also working on other urban forest plans that deal with street, back yard, playground and institutionally-owned trees.

You can Help Restore Seattle's Parks by becoming a volunteer or making a contribution today.
